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N'EW YORK — Hmrdressers
are nice people, says n
Sassoon, one of the mos famnus
halrdresﬂers of all, They’re gen-

2, erous, good listeners and they
“make. you'look good, he says.

t0o.
- Hairdressers Unlnckm Hupe
18 a charitable initiative to bene-
it Habitat for Humanity with
the specific goal of buzlldmg 18 ;
~homes this November in'St, |

Tammany Parish, La:; which :WE.B
hit hard durmg Humcana Katn- 4

And now some are dumg gm}d, |

Op ha|rdessers Wan'r 1-0
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Hb”" dr eSS@?’.S UI?IOCkmg Hope is helping Habitat for Humamty bmld 18.

na.

“Hairdressing is a people busi-

- mness and it’s the people’s busi-

ness right now to do something
about New Orleans,” Sassoon
said in a phone interview.
Sassoon, along with Mary Rec-
tor-Gable, founder of the indus-
try Web site behindthechair.com,
are spearheading the program

'that has attracted top stylists
“‘including Sally Hershberger, Ken
" Paves, Oscar Blandi, Garren, Ted

- Gibson, Nick Arrojo and Edward
‘Tricori.

The stylists are featured in a
pmvucatwe online awareness
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campaign. They appear in body
paint on their arms and hands
with phrases and images relat-
ing to stories they've heard from
Katrina victims.

For example, Blandi has red
tape painted on his wrists, and
“Hell on Earth” 1s written on
Hershberger's arms. Sassoon
himself has “orphan” painted on
his wrist in gothic-style letters.

Each stylist also holds a key —
the nod to their effort to “unlock”
a better future.

Starting Wednesday, until Aug.

29, more than 1,500 salons will
either donate directly or raise

MI1SSISSIPPI PRESS

money from customers — or both
— ag part of this initiative.

To find a participating salon,
visit www.whodoesyourhair.com.

Also, hair-care companies,
including Bumble + Bumble,
Paul Mitchell Schools
Clips and John Allen Salons, are
collectively committed to build a
home valued at $85,000.

Beyond the expected sadness
that he felt for the people affect-
ed by Katrina, Sassoon said his
reason for becoming involved
with Habitat for Humanity was
personal.

Sassoon recalled how his fami-

give New Orleans a makeover

=._";"$-'; ] “wiﬂﬁi-

Yoty
-.:_*-L

omes ...

'ly was ewcted when hlB mutherl_-v}-.-

could no longer afford rent on
their London apartment and he_
was forced to live in an nrphan
age for six years. |
When he was reunited with his
family and they moved intoa'
place they could call their own,
he became keenly aware of the
importance of “community,” Sas-
soon, now 79, told The AP.
He'd like to see a salon, which
he said is often an integral part of
a community, go into St. Tam-
many Parish. “A salon is a meet-
ing place. It's for social gathering -
and gossip — that’s the fun part.”



